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mm.leukﬂsis in cattle’, vaccine strains are not excluded from the definition of bovine
tuberculosis as BCG vaccine strain belongs to M. hovis species.

1.3. The Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex as causal agent of bovine
tuberculosis in the EU legislative context

-F ds bovine tuberculosis is determined in accordance with the
criteria set up m Amnex Af= Directive 64/432EEC by the absence of reactor ammals to an
mftradermal tuberculin test, T the case of posifive reactions fo the test, the status of the herd 1s
suspended and depending on the outcome of further investigations, the competent authority
may withdraw the status. However, Point 3B of that Annex clanfies that following the
1solation of the pathogen, the cfficially tuberculosis-free status of the herd is to be withdrawn
in all cases, with consequences for the remnstatement of the previous officially free status.

Consequently, as M. caprae was considered part of M. bovis at the time Directive 97/12/EC
was adopted and there is substantial scientific evidence mndicating that M caprae causes
bovine fuberculosis, all surveillance and laboratory findings related to M. caprae (skin test
reactions, agent isolation, PCR. spoligotyping) should be considered indication or
confirmation of bovine tuberculosis.

Already the aforementioned Annex B to Directive 64/432/EEC clanifies that 1solates mayv be
characterised by their culturz! and biochemucal properties, and in particular that the genetic
fingerprinting allows distingnishing between different strains of M bovis and descnibing of
patterns of origin. transmission and spread of M. bovis.

Commussion Implementing Decision 2012/737/EU° included tuberculosis in the Amnex to
Council Directive 82/894/EEC of 21 December 1982 on the notification of animal diseases
within the Community® to provide for the possibility to specify (in case it is known) the
bacterial species causmg the notified tuberculosis outbreak.

The consequence of that i that all provisions explicitly referring to M bovis in Directive
64/432EEC should be understood as applicable to M caprae and therefore should also be
reported to ADNS.

The above considerations =upport the Commuission's view that the recent discussion and
evnlition of the faxonomy of the Myveohacternmm snecies shonld not Tead to neslecting the
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EN CASO DE REACCIONES POSITIVAS, SE SUSPENDERA EL ESTATUS Y DEPENDIENDO DE

ULTERIQORES INVESTIGACIONES, LA AUTORIDAD COMPETENTE PODRA RETIRARLO

PUNTO 3B SE ACLARA QUE EL AISLAMIENTO DEL PATOGENO CONLLEVARA LA RETEIRADA DEL

EN EL

ESTATUS CON CONSECUENCIAS PARA SU RESTABLECIMIENTO (EN ESPANA NOS LO QUITAN

DIRECTAMENTE)

‘QIL15,19.1.1978, p. 34.
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