
Please Note: The 2016 TB-Eradication programme, approved for co-funding by the EU, will be 
continued through to the end of 2018.  This is therefore current policy for implementation over 
the next 3-years although additional controls aiming to further reduce herd incidence will 
undoubtedly be incorporated as time progresses. Co-funding applications will, also be submitted 
to the EU for 2017 and 2018 and accordingly some details for the final programmes for each of 
those years may consequently be modified if and as required by the Commission.  

1. Identification of the   programme

Member State: Ireland

Disease(s)1: Bovine Tuberculosis

Request of Community co-financing for2: 2016 to 2018

Reference of this document: TB Programme 2016 to 2018

Contact  (name,  phone,  fax,  e-mail): Ms.  Rosanne  Greene,  Assistant  Principal,  E-mail:

rosanne.greene@agriculture.gov.ie,                                                       

        Tel (01) 5058869, Fax (01) 01 6012783

Date sent to the Commission: 29 May 2015

1 One document per disease is used unless all measures of the programme on the target population are used
for the monitoring, control and eradication of different diseases.

2  Indicate the year(s) for which co-financing is requested

EN 1 Error! Unknown document property name. EN
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Background to Wildlife Policy

The Irish programme seeks to address TB in all species that act as a disease maintenance host and share the environment, namely pasture, with cattle in accordance with the

recommendation made by Francis (1958) 6. Results from a number of small scale local reactor-removal trials in the 1980s identified a link between tuberculosis in badgers and

tuberculosis in cattle in the same local areas.  Formal studies i.e. the East Offaly Study (EOS), and the follow-up the Four Area Project (FAP), have shown that reducing the

density of badgers over a wide area and maintaining these lower densities over a number of years resulted in significantly lower levels of tuberculosis in cattle locally than had

been observed prior to the commencement of the trials and a reduction in risk of a herd restriction as a consequence of bovine TB.  Thus  Ireland had the necessary scientific

evidence to conclude that the main constraint to the eradication of bovine TB in the country is the presence of the disease in the  Irish badger population, and a range of

measures to address this constraint are now included in the BTBEP.  It is now widely recognised in the scientific community, that TB is maintained independently in this

species that share the same environment as cattle and that there is interspecies transmission.  Recent work7 utilising whole Genome sequencing on strains isolated from

sympatric cattle and badger populations in Northern Ireland has provided the first direct genetic evidence of M. bovis persistence on farms over multiple outbreaks with a

continued, ongoing interaction with local badgers.  This study showed good correlations between genetic divergence and spatial distance, but poor correspondence to the

network of cattle movements or within-herd contacts. Badger isolates showed between zero and four SNP differences from the nearest cattle isolate, providing evidence for

recent transmissions between the two hosts.This supports the opinion that TB from infected badgers continually spills back into cattle where it and any subsequent bovine-to-

bovine caused cases will continue to be ‘cropped’ by the annual testing regime in cattle, until a more permanent solution can be developed. 

Wildlife Policy 

Following on from earlier findings, the Department developed (i) an interim wildlife strategy, in 20008, which involves the capture and removal of badgers associated with 

bTB breakdowns and (ii) a Government funded, Wildlife Research Programme to establish the methodology for, efficacy of and to quantify the effects of vaccinating badgers,

to support and further the eradication of TB from the bovine population.  It is the view of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine that the implementation of the 

wildlife programme has contributed significantly to the reduction in the incidence of TB in Ireland in recent years. However, badgers are a protected species and in 

compliance with the Berne Convention local populations, even when diseased, cannot be exterminated but must be preserved to maintain genetic integrity and diversity of the 

6 Francis, J.  1958. Tuberculosis in animals and man: a study in compartive pathology.  Cassell & Co. Ltd.
7 Biek R, O'Hare A, Wright D, Mallon T, McCormick C, Orton RJ, et al. (2012) Whole Genome Sequencing Reveals Local Transmission Patterns of Mycobacterium bovis in Sympatric Cattle 

and Badger Populations. PLoS Pathog 8(11): e1003008. doi:10.1371/journal.ppat.1003008
8 WILDLIFE POLICY (BADGERS)  HTTP://WWW.AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE/ANIMALHEALTHWELFARE/DISEASECONTROL/BOVINETBBRUCELLOSISERADICATIONSCHEMES/WILDLIFEPOLICYBADGERS/
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El Programa Irlandés actúa en las especies reservorio de mantenimiento de la enfermedad...Y es que incluso en ausencia de bovino, el tejón -o reservorio que se identifique- es capaz de mantener la infección por sí solo.
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Sacrifico o vacunación de Tejones donde se consideranfuente de infección para un rebaño. 
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